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Gavin Sims, a first-grader last year at Sunrise Elementary School,
works on a classroom project.

New secondary
early release

days set
 (see article page 4)

Report card revised to address teacher, parent needs

Jane Queen

After a year of field testing a new,
standards-based elementary report card,
revisions have been made to reflect
changes requested in a survey and in
meetings of teachers and parents.

The revised report card, which takes
effect this fall for every student in grades
one through six, is designed to be easier
for parents to understand and less
complicated for teachers to evaluate
students, says Jane Queen, Executive
Director for Elementary Education.

Monthly training is also being offered
beginning this fall to help staff continue to

adjust to the stan-
dards-based report-
ing method, in which
teachers use a one
through four number
scale to assess
individual student
progress toward
meeting a State
standard. This
number system

mirrors the scoring scale used to evaluate
student performance on the Washington
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).

The shift from the century-old letter grade
reporting system to a number scale has
been a dramatic change in thinking for
many parents, students, and educators,
says Queen. “This is a big change, and it
will continue to be a work in progress,”
she adds. Teacher and parent report card
committees will continue to meet this year
to monitor the report card’s effectiveness.
Parents interested in serving on the

committee should contact their school
principal before the first meeting on
September 25.

Plans are to have a task force study the
standards-based reporting system this year
at the junior high level and, depending on
that research, possibly expand the stan-
dards-based report card through grade
eight in 2004-2005, says Queen. At this
time there are no plans to change the
reporting system at the high school level.

Significant changes to this year’s elemen-
tary report card include:

• The addition of a behavior key. Last
year, students were scored with the
one, two, three, or four academic scale
in the various behavior areas. This
year, they will receive an O for
outstanding, S for satisfactory, or N or
needs improvement in the “Behaviors
that Promote Learning” category.

• A new definition of what it takes to earn
a four on the academic scale (see
accompanying chart on page 5). Last
year, parents and teachers expressed
concern about when or how a student
could receive a four on the report card.
The new definition clarifies that a four is
attainable and can be achieved for
“exceptional performance at or above
grade level.”

• Fewer sub-skills listed under each of the
major subject areas of reading, writing,
mathematics, communication, science,
and social studies. The reason the report
card is called standards-based is

because under each main subject area is
a list of standards, or specific academic
skills, which students are expected to
learn in that particular grade. These
standards are uniform throughout the
State and have been given the title
“Essential Academic Learning Require-
ments.”  One of the Essential Academic
Learning Requirements in third grade
reading, for example, is that a student
“comprehends text.” Beneath that is a
list of specific skills students must attain
by the end of third grade to meet that
standard. In several instances, Queen
says, teachers felt these sub-skills were
too finite — too broken down — and
difficult to assess.

Many of the revisions were suggested
during monthly report card committee
meetings last year among staff and
parents. They often met for several hours
at a time with their peers to fine-tune the
new reporting tool and examine research
on standards-based education. Comments
expressed during these sessions were
echoed on a report card survey given to
teachers and parents during spring
conferences.

The more than 2,400 parents who re-
sponded to that survey said that they
understood most of the report card and

continued on page 5
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Superintendent's Message
Educators ... changing young lives forever

Susan Gourley
Superintendent

Welcome back to school — a new year of
teaching and learning in the Puyallup School
District!  This year promises to be exciting
for all of us as we support our students in the
achievement of their learning goals.

Puyallup has long enjoyed the reputation
of being an excellent school district, and I
am very proud of that tradition … one that
is based on the excellence of our staff and
the successes of our graduates.

Our School District has earned its reputa-
tion the right way.  Our graduates leave
knowing that our very talented and
dedicated staff  are committed to helping
our students achieve their greatest
potential.  Our alumni recall vividly the
caring and passion for learning they found
in our classrooms and school buildings.
Our successes are measured in many ways,
and one of the most meaningful and
rewarding is with our graduates.

Our Puyallup School District Teacher of
the Year Melanie Helle was a student at
Northwood Elementary, Edgemont
Junior High, and graduated from

Puyallup High School.  A six-year
veteran teacher, Melanie credits her
teacher Gail Asai for inspiring her to
become a teacher.

Two other Puyallup High School
graduates, State Senator Jim Kastama,
and Mike Egan, credit their teachers for
preparing them for their lifetime work.
Senator Kastama attended Stewart
Elementary, Kalles Junior High, and
graduated from Puyallup High School
where he served as student body presi-
dent. Elected to the House of Represen-
tatives in 1996 and the State Senate in
2000, Jim Kastama exclaims, “I have
always felt that I had a wonderful time

in the Puyallup schools, and I look
forward to my children receiving the
same quality education that I received!
My daughter is six and just started at
Stewart, and my wife is a graduate of
Rogers High School.”

Mike Egan attended Northwood Elemen-
tary, Edgemont Junior High, and gradu-
ated from Puyallup High School where he
also served as student body president.
Currently working in External Affairs for
Microsoft, Mike has worked in Washing-
ton DC for Rep. Norm Dicks and Sen.
Patty Murray.  “The education that I
received and the teachers that I have had
prepared me for every opportunity in my
life.  The educational community cared so
much about our future.”

Another source of pride for our District
are the times when former students join
current students in honoring their
teachers and celebrating their suc-
cesses.  This spring, long-time Puyallup
High School Choir Director Peggy
Burrough welcomed hundreds of former
students to her farewell concert.  One
of our late spring Board meetings
featured another group of returning
students — junior high students who
returned to Sunrise Elementary School
to be a part of a Mirimba Ensemble
directed by their former music teacher
Coralee Gustafson.

Yes, I am proud of our School District
with its long history and tradition of caring
and commitment to learning, and I respect
and appreciate those who are responsible
for establishing and maintaining that
tradition — our staff.  Their work touches
young lives and changes them forever.
There is no more important work.

This will be another great year for our
Puyallup School District students, staff, and
community.  As we work together to do an
ever better job of helping our students
achieve their potential, we know we are
building upon a wonderful, strong founda-
tion — our dedicated, talented, and caring
staff.  I am pleased to be your superintendent
as we begin another year in the Puyallup
School District … working together to help
each child achieve success.

Retiring staff  members are recognized for their achievements at
the Puyallup School Board's June meeting.

Retiring staff receive recognition
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School board member reflects on the last, first day of school

Kathy Afflerbaugh
School Board
Member

Karshner Museum supporter Stan
Silvernail located and, with the help of
Director of Facilities Rudy Fyles and
Museum Director  Steve Crowell,

brought a log to the museum that will be
carved into a canoe resembling those
used by Northwest Native Americans.
The work will be done by Al Zantua, art
teacher from Chief Leschi School.

Kindergarten and third-grade students
from Wildwood Elementary School,
under the guidance of teachers Glenda
Spray and Cindy Weston and several
parent volunteers, created a lifesize
papier-mache baby Orca. It will be on
display in the Museum's Northwest
Native room and will tie-in with
presentations on whale hunting. The
project tied in with curriculum about
Native Americans and marine science.

The Karshner Museum is open during
school hours. Please call (253) 841-8748
before visiting to make sure a staff
member is available.
Submitted by Beth Bestrom, Museum Curator

Museum highlights

Elementary students give pennies for cancer research

The beginning of this school year marks
an especially exciting time for my family
and me.  Our youngest child will be
entering his final year of formal public
education.  You see, September 3 will be
his last, first day of school.

As he prepares for his first day of classes to
begin, I cannot help but think back on the
previous 12 years of “first days” of school.
New pencils and backpacks; new school
supplies and new clothes; new class
schedules and new teachers; the anticipation
of that first day is easy to remember!  Bright
smiles and not being able to go to sleep the
night before illustrate the eagerness of a new
school year and the readiness to learn.

Although the outward enthusiasm has
changed as my son has matured into his
senior year, I know he is eager to see his
friends, begin fall sports, meet new
teachers and classmates, and make his last
year his best.  While this change has crept
up subtly and is a result of his develop-
ment, we have seen and felt changes in
how students learn and teachers teach
throughout the last 12 years as a result of
education reform.  Let me remind you of
some of those changes.

Perhaps the most significant and greatest
change is the birth of standards-based
education.  This has caused a significant
shift in academic curriculum in our State
and in our District.  State-mandated

learning requirements in core subjects and
the standardized State test in grades four,
seven, and 10 are significant changes that
have occurred in the last 12 years.  It has
challenged all of us — the Board, District
staff, administrators, teachers and support
staff, students, and parents.

Secondly, budget restraints from our State
legislature have further challenged
education.  We are being asked to do more
with fewer resources.  More assessment
tests, accountability for what students
learn and when they learn it, has placed
demands financially on all districts.  This
is a difficult task at best.

The growth in our District is another
significant change that has placed stress
on our District.  Student housing issues
and the overcrowding of many schools
has become a significant issue that we
cannot ignore.  This District has histori-
cally built and located schools in
neighborhoods, close to families and
local businesses to link into a sense of
community within the school bound-
aries.  We need new schools for our
students, and we are definitely feeling
growing pains!

As we begin this school year though,
there are things that have not changed in
the last 12 years.  The dedication of our
teachers to sustain that eagerness to
learn is evident at all grade levels.  The
demand for quality and accountability
by our parents and community remains
evident.  A dedicated PTA organization
and community volunteer system
supports our students and teachers every
day of the school year.  The caring,
nurturing environment that all of our
support staff including office staff,
nurses, custodians, and bus drivers
provide enables students to learn at their
very best.

So as I recall the last 12 years, I know there
are major changes that we cannot ignore.
But the foundation is laid for what this
District expects and will deliver and what
our community and parents want for all
20,000 students who will start their first
days this fall.   And those things that have
not changed will keep us grounded in
educating students to succeed in life.  As
we all send off our students to their own
“first day,” our challenge will be to sustain
their eagerness to learn and our enthusiasm
to teach; foster and nurture the learning
process; and embrace our students in
learning and doing their best — not on just
the first day of school, but every day!

Kelly Theurer, campaign manager for The
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, accepts a
check from Pope Elementary Student
Council representatives (from left) Ryan
Brisbin, Audrey Sullivan, Josh Taylor, and
Advisor and sixth-grade teacher Dawn Sosa.
For the third consecutive year, Pope students
rallied to raise funds for the Pennies for
Patients program. Maplewood and Sunrise
elementary students also participated in
collecting and donating  their spare change
during penny drives set up last spring to help
find a cure for leukemia, lymphoma, and
other blood cancers.  Student Council
members presented Theurer a check for
$2,388.57 to support programs and
research. Puyallup Valley Bank donated
funds for a large presentation check to use
at the school assembly.
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Junior High steps up to fitness challenge

Ferrucci Junior High School eighth graders (from left) Carley Haynes,
Austin Getchell, and  Bethany Luckey check their stepometers.
.

Secondary students to be
released one hour early
on most Wednesdays
Junior high and high school students
will be released one hour early on most
Wednesdays this school year to allow
planning time for teachers and other
staff to focus on efforts to improve
student learning.

The new, one-hour early release time at
the secondary level is part of a Learning
Improvement Calendar developed by the
Puyallup Education Association (PEA)
and the Puyallup School Board.

A letter signed by Leska Wetterauer,
Executive Director for Secondary
Education, and Jane Queen, Executive
Director for Elementary education,
was sent to parents this summer. The
letter explains: “The new State and
Federal education guidelines call on
all of us to raise standards for student
achievement. As we implement the
new increased standards, we are
challenged to find opportunities for
individual and collaborative planning
time allowing teachers and other staff
to develop programs to increase
student learning.”

This fall, elementary school principals
and PEA representatives will talk with
their school communities about
aligning the current elementary early
release days with the secondary school
calendar beginning in September 2004.

This alignment will provide families
with more consistency in their school
schedules. Discussion will also include
information on community child care
and recreational resources that will be
available for children.

For further information about the school
calendar, contact school principals. The
2003-04 elementary and secondary
calendars are also available on the
District website,
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Beginning this fall, the District is
implementing new procedures for
volunteers at all buildings. Each person
who wishes to volunteer in a school or
program, go on a field trip, chaperone
events, assist students on the playground,
help with boarding buses, or other similar
activities must complete an application
and submit it to the school where the
volunteer wishes to work or at the
Education Service Center (ESC), 302
Second Street SE. Once the application
has been approved, the volunteer will
receive notification and may begin the
assignment at any time.

When arriving at the assigned location,
each volunteer will be required to

sign in and pick up a badge that must be
worn while volunteering. Once work is
finished, each volunteer must sign out and
return the badge. Volunteers who
assist on a regular basis will be issued
picture badges, which also
remain at the location ready for use when
signing in. At the end of the month,
volunteers will total the number of hours
they worked during that month.

Cooperating with these requirements
helps to provide a safe and secure
environment for children.

Volunteer applications are available at
schools, ESC, and on the District website,
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us (click on
community).

New volunteer procedures this fall

For one week, Ferrucci Junior High
students and staff stepped up to the
challenge of getting in shape.  Through a
program sponsored by Coca-Cola, each
student, teacher, and staff member used a
personal stepometer for a week to see how
many steps they took in a day.  In just one
week, the school collectively logged
nearly 10 million steps.

While the National Fitness Council and a
host of other national health and fitness
organizations recommend that people take
at least 10,000 steps a day, the average
American actually takes fewer than 4,000
steps a day.  The use of stepometers and
schoolwide collection of data gave
students and staff at Ferrucci some new
insights on their levels of fitness.

In the testing phase, the physical education
teachers discovered that they were taking
more than 30,000 steps by the end of the
day, whereas students who spent most of
the day in class had logged fewer than
3,000 steps by the end of the school day.

During the week of the activity, each
student was issued a stepometer – a tiny
electronic device measuring about one-
and-a-half inches by one-and-a-quarter
inches – to clip to their pants.  The
stepometer discreetly recorded each step
and showed the total number of steps

taken on the top of the device.  At the
conclusion of the school day, each class
tallied their steps and returned the
stepometers.

Eighth grader Jamie Sagdahl enjoyed
becoming more aware of her own physical
fitness levels.  “After the week was over, I

started to try to walk more every day.  I
now try to walk after school in my
neighborhood or on a treadmill,” she says.

Ferrucci was one of only 50 schools in the
nation selected to participate.  For Cindy
Van Hulle, head of physical education at
Ferrucci, this program offered an exciting
way to make the entire school aware of
and focused on fitness issues.

“We’re really excited to see the fitness
activity level of the school,” says Van
Hulle.  “We’re hoping this will raise
awareness and encourage everyone to be
more physical.”

At the conclusion of the week, the classes
with the highest average number of steps
in each grade level were given personal
FM radios for each student to take home.

“The students and staff enjoyed seeing
how many new ways they could get
more steps into their day,” says Van Hulle.
“It was a huge success and brought more
attention to our individual activity levels.”

The remaining stepometers will be used in
health and fitness classes.
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Kalles launches Empty Bowls project to help feed the hungry

Elementary report card revised this year

found parent/teacher conferences
important to that understanding. They
also indicated, however, that the report
card could be improved.

The nearly 300 teachers who responded
agreed the report card helps them share
information about some of the major
subjects such as reading, writing, and
math, although responses were more
favorable in some subject areas than
others. They also indicated there was
room for improvement and offered
specific suggestions on how to revise the
tool.

“The surveys validated everything we
had been hearing throughout the year,”
says Queen. “I think it is really positive
that parents for the most part felt they
understood the report card. The teachers
deserve credit for articulating the new

grading system with
parents.”

While it has been
common for parents
to try to compare
the new number
scale to the old
letter grading
system, Queen
emphasizes no
comparisons can be made.

Traditional grades represent an averaging
of scores on different skills. In a stan-
dards-based system, evidence of learning
is not averaged. It is looked at as a whole,
using evidence such as daily work,
observation, and assessments to determine
whether a student has fully mastered a
skill. Students no longer compete against
each other, but rather demonstrate if they
can meet the standards.

Students have multiple opportunities with

the new standards-based reporting
system to demonstrate they have learned
a specific skill. Recognizing that
students have different learning styles,
teachers are encouraged to use a variety
of assessments, including written, oral,
interviews, teacher observations of
group or individual tasks, journals, and
learning logs.

When students understand specifically
what they need to learn, educators say
it’s easier for them to be successful in
school and in life.

continued from page one Standards-Based Progress Report Key
(revised)

Students and staff at Kalles Junior High
School are helping to feed the hungry, one
bowl at a time.

The school has launched its own version
of the international Empty Bowls project,
in which participants create ceramic
bowls, serve a simple soup meal, and then
allow guests to purchase a bowl to keep as
a reminder that there are always empty
bowls in the world.

Kalles personalized the program last
spring by inviting students, staff, and the
community to come to the art room twice
a week after school to create the bowls —
a practice that will continue this fall.
Some of the artists tried their hand at
throwing the clay on a pottery wheel,
while others created their works of art
using a mold, then adding their own
special touches with fluted edges and
unique color glazes.

Plans are to sell the bowls for $10 each
this fall at a soup dinner prepared by

several Kalles staff, with proceeds going
into a special fund set up by All Saints
Food Bank in Puyallup. The food bank, in

turn, will use the
money to provide food
for needy students on
extended holiday
school breaks such as
winter and spring
breaks, when schools
are closed and food is
often scarce.

Several people have
been instrumental in
starting this program
at Kalles, including
Art Teacher Mary
Bova, Nurse Meg
Penalver, and
Counselor Dean
Williams. David
Ottey, Director of the
Emergency Food
Network in Pierce
County, also has been
closely following the

project, and Summit Uniserv gave the
school a $1,000 grant to help pay for
the clay, glazes, and minor repair to the

school’s kiln. The Empty Bowls project
started 13 years ago in Michigan, where
a high school art teacher helped his
students figure out how to raise money
to support a lagging food drive. What
evolved was a class project to make
ceramic bowls for a fund-raising meal,
and then have guests keep their bowls.
Their vision and model has now spread
throughout the United States and to
several countries.

Many of the bowls created last spring
were hand-crafted by students enrolled in
the “Students Achieving Independent

4  Exceptional performance at or above grade level
3  Consistently meets grade level standards
2  Meets some grade level standards
1  Does not meet grade level standards

James Stinson, a ninth grader last year at Kalles
Junior High, handcrafts a ceramic bowl.

Living” (SAIL) program. Ninth grader

James Stinson flashed a big smile as he
worked on his bowl one morning during
art class, using a molding tool to create a
smooth surface.

Penalver says the project “is asset building
at its best” — young people are given
useful roles in the community, place high
value on helping others, and perceive that
adults in the community value youth.
“This raises the awareness of how hunger
impacts our community and what we can
do to solve it,” she says.

Several employees from the School
District’s central administrative offices
joined community members and other
school staff in making several dozen
bowls. “It’s been so much fun watching
them as they make their creations,” says
Bova. “Each one is unique, and most of
them have already said they want to buy
their bowls to keep.”

For more information about the Empty
Bowls project, including times and
dates the school will be open for the
community to make bowls and a date
for the soup dinner this fall, contact
Bova, Penalver, or Williams at Kalles
Junior High at (253) 841-8729.

“This raises the awareness of
how hunger impacts our
community and what we can
do to solve it.”

Meg Penalver
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State Auditor praises Puyallup
Annual audit shows District has sound financial practices
A flawless annual audit report — almost
unprecedented for a school district the
size of Puyallup — has been issued by
State auditors after spending several
months closely examining the District’s
financial practices.

The annual audit results for the 2001-02
school year show the District — the tenth
largest in the State — had sound financial
practices and complied with all laws and
regulations to protect the interests of
taxpayers as it managed its more than
$130 million budget.

The Washington State Auditor’s Office,
which conducts an annual audit of each
school district in the State, issued no
findings and found no areas of concern.

“This is significant, and Puyallup really
needs to be commended for that,” says
State Auditor Brian Sonntag. He says it is
uncommon for a school district with
20,000 students to end up with no findings
and no concerns.

“School Districts are very complex, and
there are a lot of public dollars being
handled,” says Sonntag, who has served
as Washington’s State Auditor since
1993. “This shows their commitment to
this high level of accountability to their
constituents — the taxpayers of the
Puyallup School District.”

One of the keys to Puyallup’s success,
says Sonntag, has been the staff who have
worked with State Auditors. “They work
very well with our audit staff. They will
pick up the phone and call and ask our
staff a question because they want to
identify problems in advance … It shows
they are very responsive and very proac-
tive.”

Lynn Uglick, the School District’s
Accounting Manager, credits the hard

work of school administrators and staff at
individual buildings who “went above and
beyond” to timely assist the Auditor’s
Office staff. The staff spent about 60 days
this past spring both at individual school
sites and at the District’s central offices
examining a broad range of activities and
transactions.

He also praised his co-workers in the
business office who he says were instru-
mental in the success of this audit. At a

Recognized by the School Board for their work on a successful audit
are (from left): Linda Grandorff, Personnel Information Manager;
Judy Grote, Budget Accountant; and Laura Marcoe, Accountant.

School Board meeting in June, he intro-
duced and recognized the work of
Accountant Laura Marcoe, Budget
Accountant Judy Grote, and Personnel
Information Manager Linda Grandorff.

The report examined areas such as:
payroll, cash receipting, accounts
payable and disbursements, trust funds,
and purchase of goods and services. It
also looked at how well the School
Board followed State open public
meeting laws in conducting business and
properly notifying its constituents; how
accurately the District reported student
enrollment and the number of students
riding buses; and whether school
officials chose the lowest qualified
bidder when contracting work.

Reviews were also made of long-term
debt, cash and investments, revenues and
expenditures, the overall presentation of
financial statements, and Associated
Student Body accounts, which have a
specific set of procedures to follow in
fund-raising and other school activities.

Auditors also found the District handled
federal funds properly and had the
necessary documentation on file to show
that appropriate services were rendered
to students. They focused on school lunch
and breakfast programs, as well as
special education State grants and
preschool grants.

District balances budget; meets three-year financial plan
As a new school year begins, the District
is operating under a balanced budget that,
despite cuts in State funding, avoids
significant layoffs and program cuts and is
ahead of schedule in meeting local goals
defined in a three-year financial plan.

Superintendent Susan Gourley unveiled her
recommendation for the 2003-04 School
District budget in June before the District
Board of Education. The Board is scheduled
to act on the budget this month following a
second public hearing on August 11.

More than 300 community and staff
volunteers participated in more than a
dozen meetings since January to consider
and provide feedback to budget options.
Their input is reflected in Gourley’s
proposed budget.

In her opening remarks to the Board,
Gourley says the proposed budget places
“the highest priority” on instructional
resources and includes increases in
textbooks and related instructional
materials by 50 percent.

Debra Aungst,
Assistant Superin-
tendent for Manage-
ment Services, says
the increase will help
pay for books and
other instructional
materials for new
and existing classes
in a District that
continues to increase

in enrollment.  An estimated 160 addi-
tional students will walk through school

buildings this year, and additional money
is needed to provide books and materials
for this growing population.

Supplies and materials allocations for
schools have increased by two percent —
the first such increase in this budget in
five years. The money pays for items
such as pencils, paper, and art supplies —
“the fundamental, tangible things our
teachers and staff use with students every
day,” says Aungst.

continued on page 7

Debra Aungst
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For the second year in a row, the proposed budget
includes increasing the safety and security budget to
respond to Homeland Security guidelines, emergency
preparedness procedures, and other security and safety
initiatives. It also calls for increasing the English
Language Learner program, which supports students
who use English as a second language. The number of
these students in Puyallup schools is increasing, says
Aungst, adding the State gives virtually no financial
assistance in this area.

Puyallup’s share of the State’s budget cuts to education
totals about $1.6 million this year. Money from the State
of Washington makes up the biggest chunk of the
District’s income. Seventy-five cents of every dollar the
District receives in revenue comes from the State, and
85 cents of every dollar is spent on people in such
categories as base salaries, employee benefits, overtime,
hourly stipends, and coaching.

While many neighboring school districts of similar size are
facing sizeable layoffs, the proposed budget reflects the
equivalent of one-half of a teacher being laid off out of a
workforce of more than 2,500 staff members, says Aungst.
Other savings are being realized through rearranging
positions and, in some cases, not filling positions where
staff have left because of retirements or resignations.

The largest percentage reduction is proposed in central
administration. Aungst shared a graph with the School
Board in June that showed how Puyallup —the tenth
largest school district in the State — compares to other
Districts statewide in how much is spent on administra-
tion. On average, school districts in Washington spent
13.1 percent on administration in 2001-02. The largest
15 districts spent 13 percent on average. Puyallup
averaged 12.6 percent, ranking twelfth of the 15. That
figure will drop further with this year’s proposed cuts,
says Aungst.

The budget also proposes slight increases in class sizes
for grades five through 12, charging tuition for full day
kindergarten, increasing charges to other school districts
for special education services to cover actual costs, and
reducing the utility budget.

While the District has struggled to respond to State
funding shortfalls and increased unfunded or
underfunded mandates, Gourley says, “We have
continued to realize the rewards of the past three years
of careful financial management.” The District is ahead
of schedule in meeting the third and final year of its
three-year financial plan, in which it set a goal to have
five percent in its reserves in 2003-04.

District balances budget
continued from page 6

Community forums scheduled on bond measure
The community is invited to attend
several public forums beginning next
month to discuss the Puyallup School
District’s plans to submit a bond
measure to voters as early as
February 2004.

With many of the District’s schools
at or over capacity in their ability to
house students, and with student
enrollment projected to continue to
grow over the next decade, the need
for new classrooms is critical, says
Assistant Superintendent for Man-
agement Services, Debra Aungst.

“We want to hear from all of our
stakeholders on what they think should
be included in the bond package,” says
Aungst. Separate forums for District
staff will also be held this fall.

If housing construction and birth
projections hold true, the District will see as many as
several hundred new students enroll each year over the
next decade, says Les Kendrick, Demographics and
Communications Consultant. The District expects about
160 additional students this school year.

“Enrollment growth is
putting a significant
strain on our facilities
and our ability to
transport and house
additional students,”
Superintendent Susan
Gourley reported in June
to the School Board.

The District has implemented a number of short-term
solutions the past few years to create space for additional
students. These include converting computer labs into
classrooms and replacing them with wireless labs on
wheels; restricting out-of-District students at schools that
are at or over capacity; shuttling more students as
overflow to other schools at both the elementary and
junior high levels; and holding band, orchestra, or vocal
music classes on multi-purpose stages to free portables
for classrooms.

Permanent capacity has been exceeded at 18 of 21
elementary schools, three of six junior highs, and three of
four high schools. Portable classrooms are not considered
a viable long-term solution to housing needs, as every
school that is in need of this kind of temporary housing
has used up its capacity to add those units, says Rudy
Fyles, Director of Facilities. In some cases, sewer or

drainfields can’t support the additional stress of more
portables. In others, adding more students would exceed
the main building’s capacity to support them in areas such
as restrooms, plumbing, and the gymnasium. And in still
others, playground space would be cut back or entirely
replaced with the additional structures.

About 20 percent of the District’s
20,000 students — one in five —
are housed in the detached units.
More than half of the District’s
205 portables have been installed
in the past decade, and Puyallup
leads the way and, in some cases,
has double the number of
portables compared to neighbor-

ing school districts with similar enrollment. “That is
testament to the growth that this District has experienced in
recent years and is projected to continue over at least the
next 10 years,” says Fyles.

Several committees have closely examined the housing
situation in recent years. This past year, a 50-member
Student Housing Task Force examined ways to fit students
within existing schools and still provide the best education
possible.  A Citizens Facilities Advisory Committee also
began meeting in 1998 to develop and refine a 12-year plan
identifying the most pressing capital construction and
property management needs in the District. The last time
voters approved a bond for school construction was in 1997.
Voters rejected a bond measure in May 2001. Once a bond
measure is approved, it takes approximately three years to
build and open an elementary school, three-and-a-half to
four years for a junior high, and four years for a high school.

Stahl Junior High School students crowd the hallway as they
pass between classes.

Community forums are scheduled:
September 18  6 to 8 pm;  Rogers High Commons
September 23  6 to 8 pm;  Emerald Ridge High

 Commons
September 24  6 to 8 pm;  Puyallup High Commons
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Students prepare to celebrate first flight
On December 17, 1903, in Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina, Orville and Wilbur Wright
achieved the first powered flights. Nearly
100 years and countless technical innova-
tions later, aviation enthusiasts will gather
to celebrate the success and development
of aviation.

From December 11 to 17, 2003, a group
of Emerald Ridge High School students
will be taking part in the First Flight
Celebration held in Kitty Hawk, North
Carolina. Jeff Coleman, Aviation Teacher
at Emerald Ridge and a flight instructor at
Thun Field, has been instrumental in
organizing this trip. At least 14 students
and nine chaperones will attend.  This fall,
incoming sophomores may also be eligible
to apply to participate.

Students were selected for the trip through
a schoolwide contest which included an
application, a 200-word essay, and an

says Coleman.  “The students will have a
chance to see how different flight was 100
years ago.”

The group has a fundraising goal of
$30,000, which will allow 20 students to
attend the event.  A number of community
members and corporations are coming
together to help the students raise the
funds needed to attend.  Bill Johnson, a
former Navy fighter pilot and former
Puyallup School District employee, has
donated $1,875 to help pay for the cost of
hotel rooms for Emerald Ridge High
School students.  Johnson is a member of
the ERHS Aviation Advisory Committee
and has served on that committee since its
inception.

In addition to individuals, several local
companies are supporting the trip.
Employees at the Boeing Co.’s
Frederickson plant are considering

fundraising efforts to support the students.
Spanaflight has pledged partial sponsor-
ship of the trip, and Air BP has pledged in-
kind support in the form of airplane fuel.
Jeppesen, a company offering flight
navigation and training materials, has also
offered support.  The American Society of
Quality-Aviation Division has been a
strong supporter of the aviation program at
Emerald Ridge and has adopted Emerald
Ridge’s aviation program. Students who
participate will create a website to share
their experiences while in North Carolina
with other students in the District and the
various community organizations sponsor-
ing the trip.  They may also offer educa-
tional presentations to elementary schools
and junior high schools upon their return.

For additional information about the
Emerald Ridge Aviation Program or the
First Flight Celebration in Kitty Hawk in
December, go to www.jagaviation.org.

Emerald Ridge High students who plan to travel to North Carolina in
December are (from left, front row kneeling): Damien Koolis,  Jesse
Andresen, Kevin Wilgus, Federico Gonzalez, Nick Villani,  and
Faustine Im. (Top row): Joe Zinnecker, Katie Hargett, Chad
Curkendall, Jeff  Coleman, Marshall Clark, Xander Knox, and
Elizabeth Davenport. (Not pictured are students Kimberly Dow and
Bryan Riley).

Quest testing dates
scheduled
QUEST is a program for highly-capable
elementary students in the Puyallup
School District.

Testing for grades two through six will
begin on September 8, 2003.  First grade
testing will occur in January 2004.

In the pullout program, selected students
spend one full day per school week at
the enrichment center located behind
Maplewood Elementary School.  The
goal of this program is to provide
challenges for students with high ability,
academic aptitude, or unique creative
thinking ability.  Staff, parents, students,
and community members can make
student referrals for QUEST.  Forms are
available at the QUEST office or at any
elementary school office.  Students
interested in placement in this program
are administered ability and achieve-
ment tests at the QUEST building
located at 428 11th Street SW in
Puyallup.  Completed parent forms must
be on file in the QUEST office before
testing takes place.

For more information, contact the
QUEST office at (253) 841-8751 or visit
the website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
programs/quest.

School registration
School begins September 3 for students
in the Puyallup School District. Elemen-
tary registration for students new to the
District begins August 22 at Brouillet,
Firgrove, Hunt, Pope, Zeiger, Shaw
Road, Woodland, and Fruitland. The
remainder of the schools will begin
registration on August 25. Registration
hours are from  9 am to 3:30 pm. To
register for kindergarten, parents should
bring a copy of their child's immuniza-
tion record and birth certificate. To
register at all other grades, students need
a copy of their immunization records
and a last report card. Parents should
also bring proof of address, such as a
utility bill. Students new to secondary
schools should contact school offices for
registration appointments.

interview with a panel made up of
members from the school’s Aviation
Advisory Committee.  The students
selected are: Jesse Andresen, Marshall
Clark, Chad Curkendall, Elizabeth
Davenport, Kimberly Dow, Federico
Gonzalez, Katie Hargett, Faustine Im,
Xander Knox, Damien Koolis, Bryan
Riley, Nick Villani, Kevin Wilgus, and Joe
Zinnecker.

Through a collaboration between the
Smithsonian, Microsoft Corp., and The
Ford Motor Company, an exact replica of
the Wright brothers’ plane was created and
will be used to re-enact the first flight.  An
estimated 500,000 people will participate
in activities in Kitty Hawk during the
centennial celebration.

“The main focus of this trip is for the
students to see how far flight has come
with the development of new technology,”

“The main focus of this trip is
for the students to see how far
flight has come with the devel-
opment of new technology.”

Jeff Coleman (photo courtesy of Jeff Coleman)
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Imagine being offered the best seats in the
house for a theatre production. At no cost,
nonetheless.

That is exactly what Stahl Junior High’s
drama department offered senior citizens
at Meridian Hills Assisted Living this past
year. The school reserved front row seats
for the seniors to see the students perform.
They arrived in their finest clothes, several
sporting hats, others wearing sparkly
jewelry, and still others sticking flowers in
their freshly curled hair to celebrate
opening night.

“I’ve heard that it is as good as going to
Broadway for them,” says last year’s
Drama Teacher Darlene Anderson. “They
talk about it for months before and after
the performances.”

About 15 seniors lucky enough to be
the first to sign up boarded the retire-
ment home’s bus last year to see
productions including Annie, The
Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast,
and Bugsy Malone. The partnership

between the seniors complex and the
school was arranged with the help of
Stahl parent Linda Rogers, whose

mother was a resident at Meridian
Hills. On opening night for Beauty and
the Beast, the gym filled quickly with

proud parents, siblings, and community
members. Then, nearly five minutes to
show time, a line of seniors made their
way down the aisle, some of them in
wheelchairs and others assisted by
canes. Student ushers helped them to
their seats, programs in hand, just
before the lights went down and a voice
began, “Many years ago, indeed ages
before our time, there lived a young,
selfish prince in France …”

Seniors also had a chance to meet the
stars of the show before boarding their
bus to return home. “I feel real fortunate
to be here tonight. I was lucky enough to
make the sign-up sheet,” says a smiling
Pat Gulu.

Students used words like “awesome” and
“cool” to describe how they felt about
having the special community guests
attend their performances. Ninth grader
Alex Marden, who played Bugsy Malone,
adds, “It gives them an opportunity to see
what the kids are doing and a chance to
enjoy themselves and get entertainment.”

Seniors get front row seats at Stahl drama productions

As a dentist with the US Army Reserves,
Dr. David Thomas recently spent five
months in Bosnia with the Multinational
Peacekeeping Forces. As a parent of a
student in the Adjustment Program last
year at Ballou Junior High, he added the
role of teacher as he provided first-hand
accounts of his work to the entire class
by sending emails, answering questions,
and even making a long-distance call to
the students.

When he returned home late last spring,
the Army Colonel arranged to speak to
his son’s class in person, bringing along
a slide show of the country, a table full
of artifacts and memorabilia, and
colorful backdrops including the
Bosnian, American, and United Nations
flags. He gave a similar presentation to
his eighth-grade daughter’s class at
Stahl Junior High.

Thomas immediately caught students’

attention when he opened his talk in
Bosnian, then translated for them, “Good
afternoon. How are you? What’s up?” He
wore and explained the Battle Dress
Uniform (BDU) and described how
reserves can be called to duty with only a
moment’s notice to defend their country.
He also shared a map of the country in
Eastern Europe, gave a brief history of
the Civil War there, and described how
UN troops were sent in 1995 to enforce a
peace agreement that followed four years
of fighting.

“I don’t go to fight. I go out and fix
teeth,” says Thomas, who was deployed
to Bosnia with several other dentists and
doctors from Madigan Army Medical
Center at Fort Lewis. “We are truly
peacekeepers there.” As he talked,
Thomas shared slides showing many of
the things he had discussed with the
students through emails and a conference
call to the school. Paraeducator Linda

Thompson coordinated the email writing
for the class and assisted students with
computers as they answered Thomas’s
correspondence and asked new questions.
Teachers Krista Erath and Dennis Orvold

also helped coordinate the special
classroom link between Puyallup and
Bosnia. “We learned all about Bosnia and
about why peacekeeping forces need to
be there from the war they had there,”
says Thomas’s son, Jonathan.

Thomas described how he met with the
U.S. Ambassador to Bosnia and Hungary
in Sarajevo, Bosnia during his time
abroad. He saw the Olympic Stadium from
the 1984 winter games in ruins and the
soccer field and hillsides covered with
thousands of white tombstones. He drove
through “sniper alley” and observed
numerous apartment buildings riddled with
bullet holes and war damage. He also
carried a gun everywhere he went.

Despite the despair of a war-torn country,
the South Hill resident says he took pride
overseeing three dental clinics where he
treated a record 600 patients and accom-
plished 3,000 dental procedures.

Army dentist teaches students about Bosnia from home and abroad

Dr. David Thomas

Browsing the program at Stahl Junior High School's Beauty and the
Beast drama production are Meridian Hills Assisted Living residents
(from left) Clarene Juergens, Flo Dvorak, and Rebecca Jones.
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District announces administrative changes for 2003-04
The following people have been selected to fill leadership
positions this year, including elementary and secondary
principals and several District administration posts. Note:
The people featured include those named by the Connec-
tions copy deadline. For additional information about a
specific school, please contact the school directly or the
District office at (253) 841-1301.

Mt. View Elementary
School

Crystalee Sweeting is the new
principal at Mt. View Elementary
School on North Hill. Sweeting
comes to Mt. View after most
recently serving as assistant
principal at Hunt Elementary
School on South Hill. Her previous

positions include administrative intern and teacher in
Federal Way Public Schools, and special education
teacher in the Ellensburg School District in Eastern
Washington. She began teaching special education in
1979 in Ellensburg. Sweeting has a bachelor's degree
from Central Washington University and a master's
degree  from the University of Washington.

Walker High School
Ailene Baxter has been named the
new principal at Walker High School
in Puyallup. Baxter has served as the
assistant principal at Walker High
since 1998. Her previous positions
include teaching social studies and
math at Walker in 1997-98, teaching
PE and doing human relations at

Walker's Phoenix Program in 1996-97, and teaching social
studies and math in 1995-96. Prior to that, she taught at the
junior high level in South Kitsap Schools. Baxter has a
bachelor's degree from Washington State University and a
master's degree from the University of Washington. She
earned her administrative credential in 1998.

Sunrise Elementary
School
Robert Livingston is the new
principal at Sunrise Elementary
School on South Hill. Livingston
comes to Sunrise from Mt. View
Elementary, where he served as
principal since1995.  Previously he
was assistant principal at Shaw

Road Elementary School, went to China for a year, and
taught fourth and sixth grades in the Puyallup School
District. He also taught special education in Olympia
from 1984-86 and elementary school for Lake Stevens
School District from 1970-84. He has a bachelor's degree
from Oregon State University and a master's degree from
Seattle Pacific University. He earned his administrative
credential in 1993.

Brouillet Elementary
School
Dana Harris has been named the
new principal at Brouillet Elemen-
tary School on South Hill. Harris
joins Brouillet after serving five
years as principal at Wildwood
Elementary School. Her previous
positions also include serving as
assistant principal at Hunt and Pope Elementaries in
1997-98, and teaching while also serving as media
technology coordinator and a full time administrative
intern in the North Mason School District. Harris has a
bachelor's degree from the University of Puget Sound
and a master's degree from City University. She earned
her administrative credential in 1997.

Karshner Elementary
School
Alice Drummer is the new princi-
pal at  Karshner Elementary School
in Puyallup. Drummer comes to the
position from Cedar Hill, Texas,
where she served as principal this
past school year. Prior to that she

worked as a vice-principal in the Tumwater School
District, an education facilitator and a teacher in North
Thurston School District, an elementary teacher in
Clover Park Schools, a junior high teacher for the
Department of Defense in Germany, and a high school
teacher in Tennessee and Mississippi. She has a
bachelor's degree from Jackson State University and a
master's degree from Austin Peay State University in
Tennessee. She earned her administrative credential
from Central Washington University.

Wildwood Elementary
School
Robyn Goodwin is the new princi-
pal at Wildwood Elementary School
on South Hill. Before coming to
Wildwood Elementary, Goodwin
served five years as principal of an
elementary school in Morton, WA.
Before that she was a principal
intern, an accelerated schools coach, and an elementary
teacher in the Clover Park School District. She has a
bachelor's degree from Western Washington University
and a master's degree from the University of Washington.

Hunt Elementary
School

Director for Labor
Relations

Director for Human
Resources

Colleen Shields begins this year
as the new principal at Hunt
Elementary School on South Hill.
Shields comes to Hunt from
Karshner Elementary School,
where she served as principal
since 1999. Before that she was a

principal in the Auburn School District, an assistant
principal at Pope Elementary, and a teacher in the
Auburn School District. She has a bachelor's degree
from the University of California at Berkeley and a
J.D. law degree from Seattle University. She earned
her administrative credential from Gonzaga Univer-
sity in 1996.

Larry Sera joins the District this
year as Director for Labor Rela-
tions. Sera's previous positions
have included Executive Director
of Human Resources in the
Bellevue School District. He also
worked in that district as Director of Employee
Relations and Certificated Personnel Manager. He
began his career in 1983 in Bellevue. Sera has a
bachelor's degree from California State College,
Hayward, and a master's of public administration from
the University of Southern California.

Lynn Stellick is the District's new
Director for Human Resources.
Stellick comes to Puyallup from
Kent, where she has worked many
years in human resources. Her
previous positions include human
resources coordinator, supervisor,

and administrator. She was also an analyst in 1989-90
with Cargill, Inc., where she had previous experience
in pensions, research, and office management. She has
a bachelor's degree from Metro State University in
Minnesota, and a master's degree from Cardinal Stritch
College in Minnesota.
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Spring sports roundup

Parents, community
members invited to serve
on District committees

Rachel
Owens

High school athletes had a fine showing
during the spring sports season, with
several players or teams advancing to

regional or State
championships.

Rachel Owens, a ninth-
grader last year at Stahl
Junior High and fresh-
man on the Emerald
Ridge High tennis team,
nabbed a third place
finish in State. She also

was named the South Puget Sound
League girls tennis
champion. Junior Greg
Ferry finished sixth at
State and was named
the West Central
District boys tennis
champion.

Puyallup High School’s
baseball team, coached
by Marc Weis, also advanced to post-
season play. The Vikings finished in the
top eight in the Washington Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association tournament.

Dick Halleen, Athletic Coordinator at
Rogers High School, also was honored in
the spring with the West Central District
Meritorious Service Award.

Greg Ferry

After winning a State title for their
research report on school overcrowding,
many of last year’s seventh-grade honors
social studies students at Kalles Junior
High School want to turn their classroom
project into a community action plan.

The young teenagers in Lisa Kreiger’s and
Jeanna Kooser’s Honors Pacific North-
west Studies class spent nearly six months
doing research, including a long list of
interviews with school officials and local
politicians, on their way to winning the
“Project Citizen” championship in May.

Project Citizen emphasizes action re-
search, civic education, and project-based
learning. Kalles was the only school to
receive an exceptional rating at State.
Each student received a medal and
certificate, and the school received a
plaque with each child's name engraved.
They were also selected to represent
Washington State in San Francisco last
month and present their project at the
National Legislators Conference.

Students selected a local problem — in this
case, overcrowding in Puyallup School
District schools — researched it, and
proposed a solution. They prepared a display
board, a portfolio, and four, four-minute
speeches, each one dealing with an aspect of
the problem. During the local, regional, and
State competitions, the group followed each
speech by answering six minutes of follow-
up questions from judges, which included
teachers, administrators, local judges,
attorneys, and legislators. 

Some of the students presented a portion of
their award-winning report to the School
Board in May and impressed Directors and
audience members alike as they shared
specific data about schools that are at or
over capacity, election trends and voting
patterns for bond measures to build new
schools, how long it takes to build new
schools, and other relevant research.

“This taught me how we as students can
make a difference,” says Curtis Madrid.
The 13-year-old says he looks forward to
helping share the student’s findings with
the community this year. “I want to follow
through on our promise of a solution,” he
says. The group’s proposed solutions

included helping adults campaign for a
bond measure to build new schools,
registering high school students eligible to
vote and senior citizens, and providing
absentee ballots for those unable to vote
in person. The School District plans to
submit a bond measure to voters as early
as February and has scheduled community
forums on the subject beginning this
month (see related article on page 7).

Madrid is quick to recite the legal limits
of campaigning for a bond election, which
include not spending school time and
public education dollars to promote an
election — one of numerous lessons he
and his peers learned throughout the
course of this project. Classmate Kevin
Shaw says he also learned how dire the
overcrowding situation is throughout the
District, not just at his home school.

Topics such as these were discussed
during class by guest speakers including
Tony Apostle, Executive Director of
Administrative Services, and Bruce
Dammeier, member of the Board of
Education. Kalles Principal Rich
Boerner also personalized the subject by
sharing information and answering

students’ questions about crowded
conditions at Kalles.

Students also tracked down local politicians
by phone, email, and mail to solicit their
views on the problem. In addition they called
District Superintendent Susan Gourley,
attended a Board of Education meeting, and
searched the Internet for pertinent research.
“We encouraged them not to give up when
they didn’t get a response the first time
around. Everyone they contacted was great
with the kids and so willing to help,” says
Kreiger, adding city, school, and county
representatives helped out as judges and
coaches. “They were so well prepared, they
just shined at State.”

The Kalles Junior High State champions
are: Melissa Baldwin, Zach Bosen,
Michelle Doyle, Carlos Flores, Maggie
Humphreys, Alex Johnson, Hailee
Konwent, Kat Krebs, Jessica Leisure,
Ashleigh Love, Curtis Madrid, Justin
Maghirang, Colin Nix, Jordan Paul, Ashlee
Pitligliano, Mark Ragheb, Yumi Shannon,
Scott Sullivan, Shane Sullivan, Kevin
Shaw, Taryn Taylor, Luke Tillman, Greg
Van Horn, Krystle Wahnschaffe, Chelsea
Whitton, and Eric Zuehlsdorff.

Some of  the award-winning Kalles Junior High students present their
Project Citizen research project on school overcrowding to the School
Board in May. (From left): Teacher Jeanna Kooser, students Kevin
Shaw, Jessica Leisure, Eric Zuehlsdorff, Ashleigh Love, Taryn Taylor,
Alex Johnson, Krystle Wahnschaffe, and teacher Lisa Kreiger.

Students win contest with report on overcrowded schools

Calendars available
The 2003-04 District wall calendar is
available free at school buildings and
at the Education Service Center, 302
Second Street SE, Puyallup. This
year's calendar theme is "Celebrating
Student Achievement."

There are numerous opportunities for
parents and community members to
serve on District committees. A list
of committees, including contact
persons and phone numbers, is
available on the District website at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us (click on
Community). Several of these commit-
tees accept new members in September.
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People interested in discussing how to
build partnerships between public schools
and faith communities are invited to
attend a one-day conference October 28.

The conference, presented by the
Puyallup School District and area faith
communities, is scheduled from 8 am to
1 pm at the Best Western Park Plaza on
South Hill. Deadline for registration is
October 17, and cost is $35 including
lunch and refreshments. Registration
forms are available at the School
District’s central office, 302 Second St.
SE, Puyallup, in the main offices at
individual schools, or on the District
website www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
partnerships.

The conference is designed for faith
community leaders (lay and clergy)
and educators such as building
principals, school board members,
administrators, and other interested
persons. Participants will be informed
about issues in public education and
the possibilities for appropriate
connections with public schools in
their communities.

Pat Rhoades, of Greater Puyallup
Valley Young Life, will speak on “Why
I Support Public Education.” A talk on
“Clarifying the Relationship Between
Church and State” will follow by John
Ferguson, of the First Amendment
Center, and Jerry Painter, of the General
Counsel Washington Education
Association. School District Superin-
tendent Susan Gourley will open the
conference with a brief welcome. For
more information, contact Karen
Hansen, Administrative Assistant to the
Superintendent at (253) 841-8703, or
Dayle Robbs, CityGate Church at (253)
848-1422 or (253) 848-0345.

The Puyallup Schools Foundation has
named 43 scholarship recipients for
2003 — the most students to be
awarded scholarships since the Founda-
tion incorporated in 1989.

The Foundation, an affiliate of Dollars
for Scholars, is a nonprofit, charitable
organization that
receives tax-
deductible donations
for the educational
needs of Puyallup
School District
students.

Most of the scholar-
ships are merit-based,
recognizing students
from Emerald Ridge,
Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high
schools for their scholastic achievements
and citizenship, says Gary Larson,
Foundation President. “This certainly
gives the kids recognition and a financial
boost to help them in getting to college.”

This year’s scholarship recipients are:
Carol Ota Scholarship: Eugene Kim,
Trevor Davis (Emerald Ridge)
Carole Binkley Memorial Scholar-
ship: Holly M. Chase, Sarah C. Hassen
(Emerald Ridge)

Connie Jo Miller Memorial Scholar-
ship: Nicole Raden (Emerald Ridge);
Lisa Kendall (Rogers)
Dena McCallum Inspirational Award:
Elizabeth Knierim (Emerald Ridge)
E. Arthur Larson Scholarship, Andrew
Roberts, Jennie Singsaas (Rogers)
E.B Walker Cup Award: Jessica
Caddell (Walker)
Gertrude Hansen-Kurt Bargmeyer
Scholarship: James Corbi (Emerald
Ridge)
Harold O. Wilen Scholarship: Jenna
Hyman (Emerald Ridge); Jon Magin
(Puyallup); Alyssa Jones (Rogers)
Hunt Elementary Scholarship: Holly
Flanders (Rogers)
Jack Nichols Memorial Scholarship:
Michael Witting (Rogers)
Joseph & Phoebe Kunkel Scholarship:
Meghan McReynolds (Emerald Ridge);
Richard Fowler (Puyallup), Caitline
Campbell (Rogers)
Lisa McHugh Memorial Scholarship:
Stefan Maxfield, Hilary Jewel (Emerald
Ridge)
Louise A. Lyon Scholarship: Shawn
Carol Query (Puyallup)
Mark and Emma Snow Scholarship:
David Dorsey, Sarah Weinrich
(Puyallup)
Mary E. Kupfer Scholarship: Michelle
Rushton, Sarah C. Hassen, Kevin Wilgus

(Emerald Ridge); Julie Fellows, Mary
Morcos, Eric Yost (Puyallup); Shannon
Smith, Haley E. Kaperick, Allison Lane
(Rogers)
May Nelson Scholarship: Kenneth
Nickel (Emerald Ridge); Carin Albert
(Puyallup); Jessica Oliver (Rogers)
Randy Larsen Memorial Scholarship:
Allison Spray (Emerald Ridge)
Richard G. Sorenson Trust Scholar-
ship: Eric May (Puyallup)
S.A.M. Scholarship: Hope Kilbourne
(Puyallup)
Stan Moe Mathematics Scholarship:
Angela Rauch (Puyallup)
Vernon Hill Memorial Scholarship:
Rachel Heagle (Puyallup)
Viola Brown Memorial Scholarship:
Paul Chaput (Puyallup)
Yates Family Scholarship: Ryan
Decker (Puyallup)
Yates Family Scholarship for Engi-
neering: Bradley Zeiger (Puyallup)

Anyone wishing to establish a scholarship
for students in the Puyallup School District
may contact Larson at (253) 845-4023 or
(253) 848-1503. The Puyallup Schools
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
charitable organization and donations are
tax deductible.

Schools Foundation announces scholarships

Gary Larson

Doin' "The Puyallup"
The School District will showcase
many of its programs on Fair Day
Wednesday, September 10 at the
Western Washington Fairgrounds.
Activities are planned in the Education
Building from 10 am to 10 pm.

Conference partners faith
community, School District

Brouillet students celebrate
old west with pioneer days
Laurabeth Knight, a fourth grader at Brouillet Elementary
School, pans for gold as she and her classmates
celebrate  the ways of  the old west. Teacher Rebekah
Core organized a variety of  pioneer day activities,
including milking a fake cow, playing horseshoes, hauling
water from the river to the schoolhouse, eating beans and
cornbread off  of  pie tins, and hammering tin lanterns.
The budding history buffs spent time last spring learning
through re-enactment about the Westward Movement.
Instead of  opening a social studies book to read about
the Oregon Trail, for example, students were time-warped
into the mid-1800’s. They took on the life of  a family
traveling across the continent from Independence,
Missouri to The Oregon Country, facing hardships along
the way and learning lessons to last a lifetime.

(photo courtesy of Rebekah Core)


